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Happy Thanksgiving!
 I saw a photo of a decorative wreath that was made out of leaves and I thought that I 
could use my laser to make a similar wreath out of wood and add “Happy Thanksgiving” in 
the middle to make it a holiday-themed wreath.

 I created the artwork for the wreath using both Adobe Photoshop and Adobe Illustrator. 
I started by selecting two different leaf shapes that I liked in Photoshop and then created a 
design with the leaves for one corner of the wreath by duplicating them. I then duplicated 
that corner four times and merged those together to create the wreath shape. From there, I 
found a font that I liked for the “Happy Thanksgiving” text and transformed that into a shape 

that matched up nicely to the insides of the leaves. 
Next, I made a solid black duplicate of the entire proj-
ect and imported that along with the original file into 
Illustrator and positioned both images on top of each 
other. I image traced the black image to create the 
vector cut lines and added score lines by hand to the 
areas where the words overlap the leaves. Finally, I converted the original image into 
a grayscale image. 

  The overall size of the wreath is 10" x 10" and it’s made of one solid piece of Baltic 
birch. I masked the wood prior to cutting and engraving, and after pulling the masking 
off I colored all the leaves in completely by hand using standard color pencils. I also 
added some orange shading into the yellow leaves to give them an added touch of 

color. The nice thing about this project is that it gave me practice at 
shading in colors.

 If you want to see all of my creations with over 100+ projects 
like this one, check out my
Facebook hobby page at fb.me/freshstartcustoms.

Joshua Wenning

Cool Job Tech Notes:

Laser: CO2, 40 watts with live camera alignment 

Material: Baltic birch

Raster Engraving: 1000 speed, full power, convert
to dots, 170 lines per inch 

Vector Cutting: 140 speed, full power 

Design Software:
Adobe Photoshop & Illustrator
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